
 

    Reading at Lansdowne                                                              

 

Intent 

At Lansdowne Infants we recognise that learning to read is one of the most important skills a child 

can master. Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform 

better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased 

general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. In fact, reading for pleasure is 

more likely to determine whether a child does well at school than their social or economic 

background. We want our children at Lansdowne to be happy, healthy and curious learners who 

are able to read confidently and independently. This will enable them to access all areas of the 

curriculum. We want to instil in them a love of reading for pleasure and also for them to begin to 

understand the importance of reading for meaning and for life-long learning. To bridge the word 

gap knowledge many of our children have, we aim to surround them in a vocabulary-rich 

environment to support their acquisition of new vocabulary, including their meanings and thus 

develop their ability to understand what they read. We aim to provide them with the positive 

attitudes and role models for reading that many of the children lack at home.  

Implement 

Foundation Stage 

In the Foundation classes the teaching of reading is based on the area of learning 

Communication, Language and Literacy in The Early Years and Foundation Stage (EYFS). We 

teach SSP using the Essential letters and Sounds programme to ensure the consistent and 

systematic teaching of phonics. Teaching of phonics starts in the first week of Autumn 1 and is 

taught as a whole class group. Nursery will concentrate on phase one of the phonic scheme and 

begin to introduce phase two in the spring term. 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, the teaching of reading is based on developing pupils’ competence in both 

dimensions of the National Curriculum for English; word reading skills and comprehension skills. 

To develop their word reading skills, each day every child in year 1, will continue to be taught SSP 

through the Essential letters and sounds programme, shared reading led by the teacher, speaking, 

listening and reading activities and story time with a class novel. Fluency and comprehension skills 

are developed through the use of reading together lessons and also whole class lessons using the 

VIPERS mnemonic. These lessons focus on explicitly teaching the comprehension skills in line 

with the national curriculum content domains. The whole class scaffolded teaching together 

approach allows every child to read a fully decodable text and the vipers sessions ensures all are 

exposed to a high quality text and a wide range of vocabulary, regardless of their reading ability. 

High quality texts are chosen for study in English lessons and Teaching Reading lessons. Every 

child reads to an adult at least once each week for both word reading and fluency skills to be 

practised and supported. Children needing extra support will read to an adult twice a week. 

The love of reading is communicated and modelled to children by adults through these lessons, as 

well as through the use of library time, class novel story time and teacher recommended reads.  

All children have access to class reading areas and can take home different books every day. In 

Reception all children have the opportunity to read ‘scheme’ books to an adult once a week and to 

take books home to practise. 

At our school, the children are provided with a rich and varied range of texts to read at home and 

at school to practise and apply their reading knowledge and skills. They are encouraged to read a 

wide range of texts – fiction, poetry and non-fiction texts – to support and consolidate their 

understanding of word reading and their comprehension skills. 

Our reading scheme is fully book banded in line with age-related expectations with explicit links to 

reading ages and the phonic phases. We aim to have two main categories that our books fall into: 

‘Fully Decodables’ and ‘Share with Me’ books. From the Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) 

phonic phases, we have a selection of fully-decodable books on offer for our children. These 

books have been purchased alongside the ELS programme and fully match the children’s phonic 

and reading lessons in school. These books are to be kept separate from the rest of our books 

and are utilised by the staff as they implement and teach our SSP programme. The children also 



 

have access to fully decodable e-books. The class teacher will add books weekly to each child’s 

digital library. Our ‘Share with Me’ range is fully accessible by everyone in school and aims to 

provide richer reading opportunities. These texts are not fully-decodable and should always be 

read with an adult at home or at school. They provide our children with the opportunity to practise 

and consolidate their word reading skills through phonetically-based texts and to deepen their 

comprehension skills through engaging and rich texts. 

Our aim with the reading books we provide is to: 

● Teach – using systematic, synthetic phonics (ELS) with books that consolidate and embed 

this. 

●  Practise – with fully decodable books linked to the children’s phase in phonics. 

● Offer richer reading – through a huge selection of stories and text types within our ‘Share 

with Me’ range. 

●  Make and evidence progress – through the carefully banded texts and reading 

assessment. 

●  Support parents – with engaging stories and texts that are accessible for all. 

Impact 

Through the teaching of systematic, synthetic phonics, our aim is for our children to become 

confident at decoding words by the end of year 1.  This is evidenced through the progress made in 

our reading assessments and phonics screening results. From this, we can focus on developing 

their fluency and comprehension as they move through the school. However, we firmly believe that 

reading is the key to all learning and so the impact of our reading curriculum goes beyond the 

results of the statutory assessments. We promote reading for pleasure as part of our reading 

curriculum. Children speak extremely positively about reading and enjoy reading as part of their 

daily lives. They love the idea of exploring a new book together or independently and 

understanding the importance of reading as a lifelong skill. 

We develop a love for reading in a range of ways. These include: 

● Regularly sharing high quality books with the children 

● Giving the children the opportunity to visit the library  

● Parent reading workshops 



 

● Encouraging daily reading at home through a superhero reward system 

● Providing 20 recommended reading books for children to share at home or to be heard read in 

class. 

● Continually updating our reading resources 

 

 


