
Writing at Lansdowne 

 

Intent 

At Lansdowne, we want our children at Lansdowne to be happy, healthy and curious learners, who are 

able to write confidently and independently. 68% of our children have English as an additional 

language and many children start school below age-related expectations, with poor vocabulary and 

verbal sentence skills. Therefore, we want to surround children in a vocabulary-rich environment to 

support their acquisition of new vocabulary and hope to eventually see this demonstrated in their 

writing. We want them to enjoy writing and develop the skills to write meaningfully and for a range of 

different purposes, including narrative and non-fiction. We endeavour to increase our children’s 

ability to use planning, drafting and editing as part of the writing process to improve their work. We 

aim to see children’s stamina for independent writing increase as they move through the school, along 

with the development of cursive handwriting and using an increased range of vocabulary to engage 

the reader. We hope to see these writing skills applied across the curriculum.  

 

Implement 

Foundation Stage: 

In EYFS, the teaching of writing is focused on developing the literacy skills as set out in the 

Development Matters document. Each half term, these skills are developed using key, high quality 

texts, with adult-focused and continuous provision activities based around these texts.  In the 

Autumn and Spring terms, the children complete one adult-focused writing activity per week. In the 

Summer terms, the children complete two adult-focused writing activities per week, and there is a 

move towards independent writing for many children in preparation for Year 1. In line with the 

teaching of reading, children are taught to use their phonics to sound out words when writing. A 

language-rich environment is created with lots of opportunities for listening to stories, role play 

areas and the use of a ‘Word of the Week, as in Key Stage 1. 

 

Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, the teaching of writing is based on developing the children’s knowledge, skills and 

understanding as recommended by the National Curriculum for English. For each half term, a range of 

high quality texts are selected for teaching to be focused on in depth, in order to improve our 

children’s vocabulary knowledge and decrease the word gap that they arrive at our school with. From 

these texts the children are provided with writing opportunities for a range of different, meaningful 

purposes. Weekly teaching sequences focus on the building up the knowledge and skills children will 

need for their ‘Big Write’ at the end of the week. This begins with a SPAG lesson, teaching the SPAG 

skills that are appropriate for the purpose of the writing and that should be applied in the ‘Big 

Write’. It then moves on to focus on the specific features of the style of writing being taught and 

then subsequently onto planning-focused lessons. Children then use all of this knowledge and skills to 

write their ‘Big Write’. Purple pencil challenges and corrections are used for children to be able to 

edit and improve their work after their writing. Each week the children will have a ‘Word of the 

Week’ that is explored throughout the week in lessons, with the aim of the children extending their 

vocabulary and applying this vocabulary in their writing. English working walls are also used for 

children to acquire and use new vocabulary in their writing. Cursive handwriting is taught and 

developed in handwriting lessons each week. In Year 1 the focus is on the correct cursive letter 

formation, and as the children move into Year 2, this is then developed into joining the cursive 

letters correctly. The application of the taught cursive handwriting is expected across the 

curriculum. 

 

 


